PLANNING COMMISSION/TRAFFIC COMMITTEE
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

MARCH 25, 2019
7:00 PM

AGENDA
I. CALL TO ORDER
A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
B. ROLL CALL
II. AGENDA ITEMS
1. Public Hearing - Financial Assurance Documentation Approval for Mine ID#91-36-0038
Applicant:

Robertson’s (Owner / Applicant)

Location:

2700 East Main Street (APN: 0424-141-13, 0424-141-14, 0424-141-16)

Request:

The applicant is seeking approval of the Financial Assurance Documents for the
Barstow Rock Plant Mine ID #91-36-0038 located at 2700 East Main Street within
the I (Industrial) zoning district.

Recommended Action:
Approve Financial Assurance Documents for Barstow Rock Plant Mine ID #91-360038

2. To Amend Title 19 (Zoning) of the Barstow Municipal Code to Address Extended Stay Hotels,
Airbnb, Bed and Breakfast, and Associated Parking
Applicant:

City of Barstow

Location:

Citywide

Request:

Adopt Resolution #553-2018 recommending the City Council introduce an
amendment to Title919 (Zoning) of the Barstow Municipal Code by adding
amending Section 19,06.050 (Off-Street Parking) and adding Section 19.10.100
(Employee/Farmworker Housing).

Recommended Action:
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission adopt Resolution #552-2018
recommending the City Council adopt Ordinance Amendment PORA-18-0001,
thereby amending Section 19.05.050 (Off-Street Parking) and adding Section
19.10.100 (Employee/Farmworker Housing) to the Barstow Municipal Code.

3. Election of Officers
Election of Officers/Staff to Notify Mayor and City Council
Agenda-March 25, 2019
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Recommendation:
Nominate and elect Chair and Vice-Chair/Staff to notify Mayor and City Council

III. MISCELLANEOUS
A. PUBLIC COMMENT
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.3 and Planning Commission By-laws, this is the time
and place for members of the public to address the Planning Commission on matters within its
subject matter jurisdiction that are not on the agenda. State law prohibits the Planning Commission
from addressing any issue not on the agenda, but may set the matter for a subsequent meeting.
Speakers are requested to limit their comments to three minutes.

B. TRAFFIC AND SAFETY UPDATE
C. PLANNING COMMISSIONER COMMENTS
D. CITY STAFF COMMENTS
IV. ADJOURNMENT
City facilities are accessible to disabled persons. Public participation is invited. If you wish to be heard on any
item please wait until that item is announced by the Chairman. After staff presentation the Chairman will ask for
comments from the audience. Please raise your hand at this time and the Chairman will recognize you.

Individuals interested in obtaining additional information may phone (760) 255-5161 OR send written comments
to:
City of Barstow Planning Department
220 E. Mountain View Street, Suite A
Barstow, CA 92311-2888
Individuals electing to challenge any item listed herein will be limited to addressing only those issues raised at the
public hearing or in written correspondence received by the Planning Commission Ex Officio Secretary prior to the
hearing.
POSTED:

March/21/2019
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City of Barstow

BARSTOW PLANNING COMMISSION
AGENDA MATTER
Public Hearing - Financial Assurance Documentation Approval for Mine ID#9136-0038
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Public Hearing - Approval of Financial Assurance Documents for the
Barstow Robertson’s Ready Mix Plant Mine ID #91-36-0038 located at 2700 East Main Street within
the I (Industrial) zoning district.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

When the City annexed Service Rock Products in 1997, it included the responsibility to act as
the lead agency in enforcing Surface Mining Regulations. California surface mines are
regulated by the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA). The Surface Mining and
Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA, or Act) ensures that adverse environmental effects are
prevented or minimized, mined land reclaimed, mineral production and conservation
encouraged, and hazards to the public health and safety eliminated (Public Resources Code
§2712). The Act requires cities and counties to adopt ordinances in accordance with state policy
for the review and approval of reclamation and mining plans and for the issuance of permits to
conduct surface mining operations.
Duties of the Lead Agency under the California State Surface Mining and Reclamation indicates
the City is responsible for regulating the mining activities within its jurisdiction (City Limits) and
monitoring the actions of mining activities and act as the lead agency within its sphere of
influence (i.e., County) as follows:
1. Adopt an ordinance for the review and approval of operations plans, management plans,
reclamation plans, financial assurance documentation, environmental policy and other
plans/documentation of the operation and management of the mine site.
2. City Staff are required to do annual inspections of Active and Idle Mines. Personnel who are
qualified to do such inspections and file reports hold registrations as a Geologist, an Engineer or
a Land Surveyor.
3. Keep a database of abandoned and historic mines in the jurisdiction.
4. File periodic reports with the Board of Mines and Geology.
5. Process all amendments and updates to the reclamation and mining plans. This includes
detailed environmental documentation on both the Federal and State levels. Staff is qualified to
certify the environmental documentation but the bulk of the more detailed Environmental Impact
Reports and Environmental Impact Statements must be contracted by the applicant.
6. The Planning Commission is the approving agency for the processing of all permits
(currently all mining permits are processed under conditional use permits), amendments to
plans, environmental documentation and financial assurance documentation.
The Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 is the basis for the Surface Mining Section of
the Barstow Municipal Code (Chapter 15.28). This section of the Barstow Municipal Code was
adopted in 1999 in response to the City becoming the Lead Agency and has been reviewed and
approved by the State Mining and Geology Board.
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City of Barstow

BARSTOW PLANNING COMMISSION
AGENDA MATTER
FINANCIAL ASSURANCE

SMARA requires that each mining operation have a financial assurance to ensure that
reclamation is performed in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. Financial
assurances must be payable to the “lead agency” and the Department of Conservation.
SMARA requires that the financial assurances be adjusted annually. The adjustments account
for new lands disturbed, inflation and for reclamation of lands accomplished in accordance with
the approved reclamation plan. Financial assurances are calculated based on the state of the
mining operation each year.
Each year the lead agency must go through a review of the financial assurance documents to
ensure that the amount of the financial assurance reflects the amount that it would cost to
reclaim the mine area according to the adopted reclamation plan.
ATTACHMENT A

Attached is a copy of the surface mining inspection report & current cost estimate for
reclamation of the Mine ID# 91-36-0038 (Barstow Robertson’s Ready Mix). The cost estimate is
required to be reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission on an annual basis (Code
Requirement Chapter 15.28). The cost is to be adjusted for inflation and amended for additional
activities at the site.
RECOMMENDATION:

A. Conduct a public hearing and subject to testimony received, approve Financial Assurance
Documents for Barstow Robertson’s Ready Mix Plant Mine ID #91-36-0038 subject to the
following two findings required by Section 15.28.420 of the Barstow Municipal Code:
FINDINGS:
a) That the Financial Assurances Proposal for Barstow Robertson’s Ready Mix Plant Mine
ID #91-36-0038 is consistent with the requirements of the Surface Mining and
Reclamation Act (SMARA), the regulations promulgated there under, and this chapter.
b) The Financial Assurances Proposal is sufficient to fund reclamation of lands remaining
disturbed by the surface mining operation.

Applicant:

Robertson’s (Owner / Applicant)

Location:

2700 East Main Street (APN: 0424-141-13, 0424-141-14, 0424-141-16)

Request:

The applicant is seeking approval of the Financial Assurance Documents for the Barstow
Rock Plant Mine ID #91-36-0038 located at 2700 East Main Street within the I (Industrial)
zoning district.
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City of Barstow

BARSTOW PLANNING COMMISSION
AGENDA MATTER
Recommended Action:
Approve Financial Assurance Documents for Barstow Rock Plant Mine ID #91-36-0038
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Barstow Planning Commission will hold a public
hearing to consider the following items:
I.

To consider an ordinance amending Title 19 (Zoning) of the Barstow Municipal
Code involving Extended Stay Motels/Hotels and Bed & Breakfasts, which are
more particularly described in Exhibit "A" (Ref.: PORA-19-0001) on file in the
Office of Planning.

This project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), as amended pursuant to California Administrative Code (CEQA
Guidelines) Section 15061(b)(3) (CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for
causing a significant effect on the environment).
And;
II.

At the request of Mr. Mike Orozco (applicant) and who is seeking approval of an
application for Mining/Reclamation Plan Review and Adoption for Robertson’s
Barstow Rock Plant on 2700 E. Main St. Barstow, CA 92311 within the “C”
(Commercial) zoning district, and more particularly described in (Ref.: FACE-190001) on file in the Office of Planning.

This project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), as amended pursuant to California Administrative Code (CEQA
Guidelines) Section 15301 (Existing Facilities).
The above matters have been set for hearing at 7:00 p.m. on March 25th, 2019 in the Barstow
City Council Chambers, 220 East Mountain View Street. Any person affected by these
proceedings may appear and be heard at the time of the hearing. Individuals interested in
obtaining additional information may phone (760) 255-5152 OR send written
questions/comments to:
City of Barstow, Planning Department
220 East Mountain View Street
Barstow, CA 92311
Individuals electing to challenge the item listed herein will be limited to addressing only those
issues raised at the public hearing OR in written correspondence received by the City prior to
the hearing.
Publish once on Friday, March 15, 2019

City of Barstow

BARSTOW PLANNING COMMISSION
AGENDA MATTER
To Amend Title 19 (Zoning) of the Barstow Municipal Code to Address Extended
Stay Hotels, Airbnb, Bed and Breakfast, and Associated Parking
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
As part of the last Housing Element Update, the Department of Housing and Community Development
required code changes. This included the lessening of the parking requirements for accessory dwelling
units, specifically, the requirement of carports for the accessory unit. In addition, the Rules and Policy
Committee directed staff to address extended stay hotels/motels as well as Airbnb and Bed and
Breakfasts. This proposal includes these amendments.

DISCUSSION:
The Rules and Policy Committee (Committee) has met multiple times to discuss extended stay
hotels/motels, and the Airbnb/Bed and Breakfast potentials within the City of Barstow. As a result, the
Committee gave staff direction to bring the ordinances forward. As a part of Title 19, this item is brought
before the Planning Commission for their recommendation to the City Council pursuant to Chapter 19.32
of the Barstow Municipal Code.
Staff is proposing the following amendments:
Chapter 19.02, Definitions, to the Municipal Code. The new section addresses the following:
 Adds the definitions of Airbnb, Bed and Breakfast, Extended Stay Hotel, Residential Hotel and
Transient;
 Amend the definitions of Apartment Hotel, Efficiency Living Unit, Hotel and Motel.
Section 19.06.050, Parking Ordinance, as follows:
 Subsection (C)(1)(g): to eliminate “covered” from the requirement of parking for Accessory
Dwelling Units (as required per the State Housing and Community Development department
(Housing Element related);
 Subsection (C)(1)(h): to include Airbnb/Bed and Breakfast.
Chapter 19.10, Residential Districts, as follows:
 Section 19.10.020, Estate Residential District, to include Airbnb/Bed and Breakfast;
 Section 19.10.030, Low Density Residential District, to include Airbnb/Bed and Breakfast;
 Section 19.10.040, Single-Family Residential, to include Airbnb/Bed and Breakfast;
 Section 19.10.050, Medium Density Residential, to amend Hotels and Apartment Hotels to
require a conditional use permit.
Chapter 19.16, Commercial District, as follows:
 Exclude extended stay, residential or apartment hotels as outright permitted uses;
 Allow apartment, residential and extended stay hotels as conditionally permitted uses.
In the cases of the Airbnb/Bed and Breakfast, the uses will be subject to a Site Plan Review to ensure
that they meet the parking criteria required under the amendment proposed under Section
19.06.050(C)(1)(h).
CEQA:
This project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), as amended pursuant to California Administrative Code (CEQA Guidelines) Section 15061(b)(3)
(CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the
environment).
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City of Barstow

BARSTOW PLANNING COMMISSION
AGENDA MATTER
FINDINGS:
The Planning Commission shall make the following two findings on the proposed ordinance amendment:
 That the proposed ordinance change is in conformance with the land use designation, policies,
and standards of the General Plan.
o This proposed amendment supports the current regulations of the current ordinance, which is
consistent with the land use designations, policies and standards of the General Plan.
 No zoning ordinance amendment shall be heard by the commission, nor any application filed
unless such change is consistent with the adopted land use element of the General Plan.
o This proposed amendment supports the current regulations of the current ordinance (Title 19)
which is consistent with the adopted land use element of the General Plan.

Applicant:

City of Barstow

Location:

Citywide

Request:

Adopt Resolution #553-2018 recommending the City Council introduce an amendment to

Title919 (Zoning) of the Barstow Municipal Code by adding amending Section 19,06.050 (Off-Street
Parking) and adding Section 19.10.100 (Employee/Farmworker Housing).

Recommended Action:
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission adopt Resolution #552-2018 recommending the City
Council adopt Ordinance Amendment PORA-18-0001, thereby amending Section 19.05.050 (Off-Street
Parking) and adding Section 19.10.100 (Employee/Farmworker Housing) to the Barstow Municipal Code.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Barstow Planning Commission will hold a public
hearing to consider the following items:
I.

To consider an ordinance amending Title 19 (Zoning) of the Barstow Municipal
Code involving Extended Stay Motels/Hotels and Bed & Breakfasts, which are
more particularly described in Exhibit "A" (Ref.: PORA-19-0001) on file in the
Office of Planning.

This project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), as amended pursuant to California Administrative Code (CEQA
Guidelines) Section 15061(b)(3) (CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for
causing a significant effect on the environment).
And;
II.

At the request of Mr. Mike Orozco (applicant) and who is seeking approval of an
application for Mining/Reclamation Plan Review and Adoption for Robertson’s
Barstow Rock Plant on 2700 E. Main St. Barstow, CA 92311 within the “C”
(Commercial) zoning district, and more particularly described in (Ref.: FACE-190001) on file in the Office of Planning.

This project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), as amended pursuant to California Administrative Code (CEQA
Guidelines) Section 15301 (Existing Facilities).
The above matters have been set for hearing at 7:00 p.m. on March 25th, 2019 in the Barstow
City Council Chambers, 220 East Mountain View Street. Any person affected by these
proceedings may appear and be heard at the time of the hearing. Individuals interested in
obtaining additional information may phone (760) 255-5152 OR send written
questions/comments to:
City of Barstow, Planning Department
220 East Mountain View Street
Barstow, CA 92311
Individuals electing to challenge the item listed herein will be limited to addressing only those
issues raised at the public hearing OR in written correspondence received by the City prior to
the hearing.
Publish once on Friday, March 15, 2019

Chapter 19.02 - Definitions

Airbnb.
“Airbnb”is an American company which operates an online marketplace and hospitality service
for people to lease or rent short‐term lodging including holiday cottages, apartments, homestays,
hostel beds, or hotel rooms, to participate in or facilitate experiences related to tourism such as
walking tours, and to make reservations at restaurants. Airbnb is a broker receiving a percentage
of the fees in conjunction with every booking.
Airport.
"Airport" means any area which is used or is intended to be used for the taking off and landing of
aircraft, including helicopters, and any appurtenant areas which are used or are intended to be
used for airport buildings or facilities, including open spaces, taxiways and tie‐down areas. (Ord.
458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Alley.
"Alley" means a public way, at the rear or side of a lot which affords a secondary means of
vehicular access to abutting property, provided, the alley shall have a minimum width of twenty
feet. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Animal hospital.
"Animal hospital" means a place where animals or pets are given medical or surgical treatment
and are cared for during the time of such treatment. The use of the premises as a kennel or a
place where animals or pets are boarded for remuneration may be permitted only when
incidental to the principal use. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Apartment house.
"Apartment house” means a building, or portion thereof, designed or used for three or more
dwelling units. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Apartment hotel.
"Apartment hotel" means a building or portion thereof used or containing three dwelling units
and six guestrooms or suite of rooms or a multiple combination thereof. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part),
1979)designed for or containing both apartments and individual, furnished guestrooms or rental
units under resident supervision. Such facilities typically maintain an inner lobby through which
all tenants must pass to gain access to apartments, rooms or units. Typically used for long‐term
accommodations, therefore the hotels are often fitted with most things the average home would
require. For the purpose of this Code, apartment hotels and hotels (or motels) are separate and
distinct uses.
Approved.
"Approved," when used in connection with any material, appliance or construction, means
meeting the requirements and approval of the Department of Housing and Community
Development of the state of California. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Automobile, inoperative.
"Inoperative automobile" means any vehicle which is unable to be moved under its own power
or has parts removed or damaged which would render it unmovable under its own power. (Ord.
458 § 2 (part), 1979)
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Automobile trailer or house trailer.
"Automobile trailer" or "house trailer" means any vehicle or structure used for living or sleeping
purposes and equipped with wheels or other means to facilitate movement from place to place,
and under thirty‐five feet in length. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Automobile and trailer sales lot.
"Automobile and trailer sales lot" means an open area used for the displays, sales or rental of new
or used automobiles, automobile trailers, house trailers or mobile homes, but where no repair,
repainting or remodeling is done, except within an entirely enclosed building. (Ord. 458 §2 (part),
1979)
Automobile dismantling.
"Automobile dismantling” means the dismantling of used motor vehicles or trailers or the storage
of, or dumping of dismantled, partly dismantled, or obsolete or wrecked motor vehicles, or their
parts. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Bachelor unit.
"Bachelor unit" means a dwelling unit with or without cooking facilities and used for combined
living and sleeping purposes. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Basement.
"Basement" means a space wholly or partly underground, and having more than one‐half of its
height, measuring from its floor to its ceiling, below average grade; or if the finished floor level
directly above a basement is more than six feet above grade at any point, such basement shall be
considered a story. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Billboard sign.
"Billboard sign" means any advertising display which directs attention to a business, commodity,
service or entertainment not exclusively related to the premises where located or if the owner or
occupant of the premises where sign is located is paid or receives any consideration from the
erection, maintaining or displaying of the sign. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Block.
"Block" means all property fronting upon one side of a street between intersecting and
intercepting streets, or between a street and right‐of‐ways, flood control channel, and of a dead‐
end street, or city boundary. An intercepting street shall determine only the boundary of the block
on the side of the street it intercepts. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Boardinghouse.
"Boardinghouse" means a building within which lodging with meals is provided for compensation
for five or more persons unrelated by blood or marriage to the owner or operator; not to include
rest homes or homes for the aged. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Bed and Breakfast.
“Bed and Breakfast” lodging (also known as B&B, or BnB) means a small lodging establishment
that offers overnight accommodations and breakfast. Typically, it is a private family home with
four or more rooms. The host typically lives in the house.
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Dump.
"Dump" means a place used for the disposal, abandonment, discarding, dumping, reduction,
burial, incineration or by any other means, of any garbage, sewage, trash, refuse, waste material,
offal or dead animals; provided, that this definition does not include disposal of substances
customarily incidental and accessory to industrial or agricultural uses, unless such disposal
endangers the public health and safety. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979).
Duplex.
"Duplex" is the same as two family dwelling. "Duplex dwelling" means a building, or portion
thereof, designed and used exclusively for residential occupancy, including one‐family, two‐
family, multiple dwellings, bachelor or efficiency units but not to include hotels, boarding or
lodginghouses. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Dwelling unit.
"Dwelling unit" means one or more rooms, with facilities for living, sleeping, cooking and eating
designed for occupancy by one family and shall include bachelor or efficiency unit. (Ord. 458 § 2
(part), 1979)
Dwelling, one‐family.
"One‐family dwelling" means a detached building designed exclusively for the occupancy of one
family. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Dwelling, two‐family.
"Two‐family dwelling" means a building designed and/or used exclusively for the occupancy of
two families living independently of each other. (Ord. 245 § 2 (part), 1979)
Dwelling, multiple.
"Multiple dwelling" means a building designed and used for occupancy by three or more families,
all living independently of each other. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Easement, street.
"Street easement" means a space on a lot or parcel of land, or so indicated on a subdivision map
or in a deed reserved for and used for primary access, provided the street easement shall have a
minimum width of twenty feet. No building may be built within the space designated. (Ord. 458
§ 2 (part), 1979)
Educational institution.
"Educational institution" means a school, college or university other than trade schools which give
general academic instruction equivalent to the standards prescribed by the State Board of
Education. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Efficiency living unit.
"Efficiency living unit" means a dwelling unit consisting of a room used for combined living,
cooking and sleeping purposes. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979) Said unit shall meet Section 1208.4 of
the latest version of the California Building Code or Section R304.5 of the California Residential
Code, as adopted by the City of Barstow, and Section 17958.1 of the California Health and Safety
Code.
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Enforcement agency.
"Enforcement agency" is the department of housing and community development, or any city,
county or city and county which has assumed responsibility for the enforcement pursuant to
Section 18300 of Title 25, California Administrative Code. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Extended stay hotel.
“Extended stay hotel” means a hotel, motel or inn containing ten or more sleeping rooms used
for temporary occupancy of transients and have facilities for the refrigeration and preparation of
food by guests, such as a refrigerator and cooktop/stove (or a refrigerator, a microwave, and a
dishwasher or kitchenette sink), a cook‐top/stove (or a microwave, and a dishwasher or sink, and
a self‐serve laundry facility available for guest use, in more than fifty percent (50%) of the
individual rooms” with a floor area no less than 200 square feet. For the purpose of this Code,
extended stay hotels and hotels (or motels) are separate and distinct uses.
Family.
"Family" means an individual, or two or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption, or
group of persons, excluding servants, who are not so related, living together as a single
housekeeping unit in a dwelling. (Ord. 581 § 1, 1988: Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Fence.
"Fence" means a physical barrier and includes wire mesh, steel mesh, chain link, louvered wood,
stake and other similar materials. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Fin sign.
"Fin sign" means a sign which is supported wholly by a one‐story building of an open air business,
or which is supported partly by a pole or poles in the ground and partly by a building. (Ord. 458 §
2 (part), 1979)
Flashing sign.
"Flashing sign" means any directly or indirectly illuminated sign, whether stationary, revolving or
rotating which exhibits changing light or color effects, varies in light intensity, creates an illusion
of flashing or a sequence changing light or color, or beacons, excepting time and temperature
signs. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Freeway.
"Freeway" is as defined by state law. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Front foot.
"Front foot" means the dimension of the front lot line. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Front foot, building.
"Building front foot" means the dimension across the front of a building, or in the case of multiple
stores in a building, the distance of each individual store front of building where the main public
entrance is located. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Frontage.
"Frontage" means all property fronting on a block. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
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"Half story" means a story under a gable, hip or gambrel roof, plates of which are not more than
three feet above the floor of such story. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Hedge.
"Hedge" means a plant or series of plants, shrubs or other landscape material, so arranged as to
form a physical barrier or enclosure. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Hog ranch.
"Hog ranch" means any premises used for the raising or keeping of more than five weaned hogs.
(Ord. 458 §2 (part), 1979)
Home occupation.
"Home occupation" means any use customarily conducted entirely within a dwelling and carried
on by the inhabitants thereof, which use is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the
structure for dwelling purposes and which use does not change the character thereof or does not
adversely affect the uses permitted in the district of which it is a part, and wherein no products
are sold on the premises other than those produced thereon, no signs are displayed except as
permitted by this title, no persons are employed other than resident family members and no
mechanical equipment is used other than that necessary or convenient for domestic purposes.
(Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Hospital.
"Hospital" means any building or portion thereof used for the accommodation and medical care
of sick, injured or infirmed persons and including sanitariums, rest homes, homes for the aged,
alcoholic sanitariums, institutions for the cure of chronic drug addicts and mental patients. (Ord.
458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Hotel.
"Hotel" means any building, or portion of a building containing six or more guestrooms, and which
is occupied, or is intended or designed for occupancy, by six or more guests. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part),
1979)structure, or any portion of any structure, which is occupied or intended or designed for
occupancy by transients for temporary dwelling, lodging or sleeping purposes, and includes any
hotel, inn, studio hotel, bachelor hotel, dormitory, public or private club, or other similar structure
or portion thereof. Stays more than 30 days shall meet the requirements defined under extended
stay hotel, above. Such facilities may include meeting/conference rooms, business center,
restaurant, bar or nightclub, and small store. For the purpose of this Code, extended stay hotels
and hotels (or motels) are separate and distinct uses.
Industry.
"Industry" means the manufacture, fabrication, processing, storage, reduction or destruction of
any article, substance or commodity, or any other treatment thereof in such a manner as to
change the form, character or appearance thereof. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Junkyard.
"Junkyard" means any lot, or the use of any portion of any lot, for the dismantling or wrecking of
machinery, or for the storage or keeping of parts and equipment resulting from such dismantling
or wrecking, or for the storage or keeping of junk including scrap metal or other scrap materials.
Includes any area of more than two hundred square feet for the storage, keeping or abandonment
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"Mobile home accessory building or structure" is any awning, portable, demountable or
permanent cabana, ramada, storage cabinet, carport, fence, windbreak or porch established for
the use of the occupant of the mobile home. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Mobile home park
"Mobile home park" is an area or tract of land where one or more mobile home lots are rented
or leased or held out for rent or lease to accommodate mobile homes used for human habitation.
The rental paid for any such mobile home shall be deemed to include rental for the lot it occupies.
(Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Modular/factory‐built housing.
"Modular/factory‐built housing" means a residential building, dwelling unit, or an individual
dwelling room or combination of rooms thereof, or building component, assembly, or system
manufactured in such a manner that all concealed parts or processes of manufacture cannot be
inspected before installation at the building site without disassembly, damage or destruction of
the part, including units designed for use as part of an institution for resident or patient care,
which is either wholly manufactured or is in substantial part manufactured at an offsite location
to be wholly or partially assembled onsite. (Ord. 458 §2 (part), 1979)
Motel.
"Motel" means a group of guest rooms used for commercial purposes, such as a building or group
of buildings containing guest rooms with automobile parking space provided in connection
therewith, which building or group is designed, intended, or used primarily for the
accommodation of persons or automobile travelers, including buildings designated as auto cabins,
motor courts, motels, or similar designations. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)a hotel providing travelers
with lodging and parking facilities, typically a roadside hotel having rooms adjacent to, and usually
accessible to, an outside parking area. Also known as a motor lodge. Stays more than 30 days
shall meet the requirements defined under extended stay hotel, above. For the purpose of this
Code, extended stay hotels and hotels (or motels) are separate and distinct uses.
Nonconforming building.
Nonconforming building" means a building or portion thereof which does not comply with the
property regulations of the district classification in which it is located. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Nonconforming use.
"Nonconforming use" means a use of a building or land which does not comply with the
regulations of the district classification in which it is located. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Outdoor living area.
"Outdoor living area" means the minimum area as required by this title of usable space open or
enclosed for active or passive recreation. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Parking area, private.
"Private parking area" means an open area, carport or garage other than a street used for
automobile parking and restricted from general public use. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Parking area, public.
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"Public parking area" means an area, other than a private parking area or street used for
automobile parking and available for public or quasi‐public use, either free or for remuneration.
(Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Parking space, automobile.
"Automobile parking space" means an accessible space exclusive of driveways, ramps, columns,
loading areas, office or work areas, for the parking of one automobile. Such space shall not be less
than nine feet in width and nineteen feet in length. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Person.
"Person" means an individual, firm, copartnership, joint adventure, association, social club,
fraternal organization, corporation, estate, trust, receiver, syndicate, the federal or state
government, city, county, district, or any other group or combination acting as an entity. (Ord.
458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Pole sign.
"Pole sign" means a sign supported wholly by a pole, post, uprights or braces placed upon or in
the ground, not attached to any part of a building and which is six feet or more above grade. (Ord.
458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Recreational trailer park.
"Recreational trailer park" is any area or tract of land, within an area zoned or leased or held out
for rent or lease to owners or users of recreational vehicles or tents and which is occupied for
temporary purposes. (Ord. 458 §2 (part), 1979)
Recreational vehicle.
"Recreational vehicle" is a camp car, motor home, travel trailer or tent trailer with or without
motive power, designed for human habitation for recreational or emergency occupancy, with a
living area less than two hundred twenty square feet, excluding built‐in equipment such as
wardrobes, closets, cabinets, kitchen units or fixtures, bath and toilet rooms, and is identified as
a recreational vehicle by the manufacturer. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Residential hotel.
See Apartment hotel.
Roof sign.
"Roof sign" means a sign which is erected upon or above a roof of a building. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part),
1979)
Roominghouse.
For "roominghouse" see boardinghouse, Section 19.02.125. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Rubbish.
"Rubbish" means waste material consisting of lumber, tree or plant clippings, plaster, trash,
concrete, paper, metal or similar material covering an area of ten square feet or more. (Ord. 458
§ 2 (part), 1979)
School.
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"Street" means a thoroughfare which affords the principal means of access to abutting property
and meets the street standards of the city. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Street centerline.
"Street centerline" means the centerline of a street as established by the city engineer or if no
such centerline has been established, and in any case in which the foregoing is not applicable, the
planning commission shall designate the centerline. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part) , 1979)
Street right‐of‐way line.
"Street right‐of‐way line" means the existing street right‐of‐way, or if the street right‐of‐ways as
designated on the master plan of streets and highways or adopted specific street plan is greater,
it shall be the street right‐of‐way line. Any yard abutting such street right‐of‐way line shall be
measured from this line. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Structure.
"Structure" means anything constructed or built, any edifice or building of any kind, or any piece
of work artificially built up or composed of parts joined together in some definite manner, which
requires location on the ground or is attached to something having a location on the ground. (Ord.
458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Structural alterations.
"Structural alterations" means any change in the supporting members of a building, such as in a
bearing wall, column, beam or girder, floor or ceiling joists, roof rafters, foundations, piles or
similar components. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Total sign area.
"Total sign area" means the area of all signs on a lot visible from a street. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part),
1979)
Trailer coach.
"Trailer coach" is a vehicle other than a motor vehicle, designed or used for human habitation, or
human occupancy for industrial, professional, or commercial purposes, for carrying persons and
property on its own structure, and for being drawn by a motor vehicle. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Trailer park.
"Trailer park" means any area or tract of land where space is rented or held for rent to owners or
users of house trailers or mobile homes. (Ord. 458 § 2 (part), 1979)
Transient.
“Transient” means any person who exercises occupancy or is entitled to occupancy by reason of
concession, permit, right of access, license or other agreement for a period of thirty (30)
consecutive calendar days or less, counting portions of calendar days as full days. Any such person
so occupying space in a hotel shall be deemed to be a transient until the period of thirty (30) days
has expired unless there is an agreement in writing between the operator and the occupant
providing for a longer period of occupancy. In determining whether a person is a transient,
uninterrupted periods of time extending both prior and subsequent to the effective date of this
ordinance may be considered.
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Section 19.06.050(C) - Off-Street Parking
Use

Requirement
As prescribed below.
Each dwelling unit permitted in this
district shall have on the same lot two
enclosed parking spaces.

1.
a.

Residential Uses.
Desert Ranchette, desert living, single‐family
residential. (Includes manufactured housing
on individual lots.)

b.

Multiple‐family residential.

Each studio unit permitted in this district
shall have on the same lot one parking
space. Each dwelling unit permitted with
one or more bedrooms in this district shall
have on the same lot two parking spaces.
At least fifty percent of the required
parking shall be enclosed. Carports in lieu
of enclosed parking may be approved
under a conditional use permit, or as an
incentive for deed‐restricted affordable
housing, subject to placement and design
approval by Planning staff. An additional
ten percent of the required parking shall
be set aside for visitor parking.

c.

Senior citizen housing designed exclusively
for occupancy by persons fifty‐five years of
age or older.

.75 spaces per unit. A minimum of fifty
percent of the total number of spaces
provided shall be in a garage or carport.
An additional ten percent of the required
parking shall be set aside for visitor
parking. A deed restriction shall be
recorded on the property specifying that
the project may only be used for senior
citizen housing, and any change in use will
require additional parking for the new use
or occupancy.

d.

Boardinghouses, fraternities, sororities,
roominghouses, dormitories, and similar
establishments providing sleeping
accommodations.

One space for each guestroom, suite, or
other accommodation, or for each two
beds, whichever is greater, plus one space
for each dwelling unit.

e.

Caretakers quarters associated with a
commercial or industrial land use

Two hard‐surfaced (i.e., asphaltic
concrete or concrete) spaces shall be
provided.

f.

Mobile home parks.

Two covered parking spaces shall be
provided for each trailer space. An
additional ten percent of the parking
spaces required shall be set aside for
visitor parking. Tandem parking is
acceptable.

g.

Accessory dwelling units.

In addition to parking required under
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19.06.050(C)(1) above, one paved One
covered parking space per unit.
h.

Airbnb/Bed and Breakfast.

In addition to parking required under
19.06.050(C)(1)(a) above, one paved
parking space shall be provided for each
sleeping room rented. Parking shall be
designed and located to not detract from
the residential character of the site’s
buildings and grounds, or neighborhood.

2.
a.

Office Professional
Architects, engineers, draftsmen, attorneys‐
at‐law, and incidental uses to professional
building and occupying no more than one
thousand square feet of floor space;
provided, that no stock be visible from. the
street, insurance agencies, public
accountants, bookkeepers, realtors, brokers,
phone answering services, private security,
investigative firms, data retrieval firms,
prescription pharmacy/drugstore,
professional offices, banks, financial
institutions, general offices.

As prescribed below.
At least one parking space for each two
hundred fifty square feet of gross floor
area.

b.

Medical offices (including physicians,
osteopaths, chiropractors, biological and
medical labs)

At least one parking space for each two
hundred square feet of gross floor area.

c.

Government offices (including judicial)

At least one parking space for each two
hundred square feet of gross floor area.

3.
a.

Commercial.
Shopping center, single‐use commercial sites.
i. Retail and commercial services not identified
below.

As prescribed below
Commercial development up to fifty
thousand square feet in total building
area shall provide five automobile parking
spaces per one thousand square feet of
gross floor area.
Commercial development over fifty
thousand square feet up to one hundred
thousand square feet of total building
area shall provide four and one‐half
automobile parking spaces per one
thousand square feet of gross floor area.
Commercial development over one
hundred thousand square feet of total
building area shall provide four
automobile parking spaces per one
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Chapter 19.10 - Residential Districts
19. 10.020 ER ‐ Estate residential.
The ER ‐ Estate residential district is intended as a district for very low density residential uses
and related activities. This district allows for the orderly growth and development while protecting
the natural amenities unique to the desert.
Permitted uses in the ER district are as follows:
A. One dwelling unit of a permanent nature on each parcel of land.
B. Commercial poultry and rabbit raising as well as chinchilla, nutria and hamster ranches,
subject to the following site improvements:
1. Where the ranch abuts a residence, subdivision, or any other residential development
on one or more of the side or rear property lines, screening shall be provided on those
lines by one of the following methods:
a. Six‐foot solid fence.
b. Solid row or rows of trees to be maintained in good condition and as approved by the
planning commission.
c. Other screening as approved by the planning commission;
2. Wastewater shall be disposed of in a manner that will meet the requirements of the
county health department;
3. All enclosures for fowl or animals shall be located at least fifty feet from all exterior
boundaries of the property including abutting streets.
C. Farms or ranches for grazing, breeding, raising or training of the following animals, including
supplementary feeding; provided that no concentrated feeding is done in conjunction
therewith:
1. Small livestock with the number of goats, sheep and similar animals over six months of
age limited to six per acre of total ground area of the farm with no more than one male
goat per acre;
2. Cattle or horses including calves, heifers and colts over six months of age with a
maximum number of four animals per acre of total ground area of the farm permitted;
or
3. Hogs (not garbage fed) with a maximum number of two per acre of total ground area of
the farm, the total number of such animals on any farm or ranch not to exceed five
weaned animals;
4. In computing animal density as specified above, combinations of species, both large and
small, will be permitted as long as the maximum number of animals does not exceed six
per acre, as set forth above in subdivision 1 of this subsection C or four per acre as set
forth above in subdivision 3 of subsection C or two per acre as set forth in subdivision 3
of this subsection C.
D. Accessory uses and structures including the following:
1. Accessory dwelling unit conforming to Section 19.10.060;
2. Airbnb/Bed and Breakfast pursuant to 19.05.060(A)(3);
2.3. Guesthouse;
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3.4. Greenhouse or lath house;
4.5. Stable, barn, pen, corral, coop;
5.6. Child or day care subject to standards and requirements established under state law;
6.7. A home occupation subject to Section 19.10.080;
7.8. Other uses similar to the above which the commission determines to be similar.
E. The following uses shall be permitted when approved by the commission as provided
Section 19.30.030:
1. Dog kennels, dog training schools, animal shelters and dog breeding establishments with
outside runs;
2. Labor camp;
3. Commercial riding stable or academy;
4. Dude or guest ranch;
5. Grange halls, community halls, and similar uses
6. Other uses which the commission determines to be similar to the above uses.
F. The keeping of domesticated animals for non‐commercial purposes with the maximum
number of animals being four weaned dogs and cats, or any combination of weaned dogs
and weaned cats; provided that the total number of weaned dogs and weaned cats does not
exceed four; small birds; small reptiles; and amphibians enclosed within a cage normally
built for such animals.
19. 10.030 LDR ‐ Low density residential.
The LDR – Low density residential district is intended as a district for low density residential uses
and related activities. This district allows for the orderly growth and development while protecting
the natural amenities unique to the desert.
Permitted uses in the LDR district are as follows:
A. One dwelling unit of a permanent nature on each parcel of land.
B. Commercial poultry and rabbit raising as well as chinchilla, nutria and hamster ranches,
subject to the following site improvements:
1. Where the ranch abuts a residence, subdivision, or any other residential development
on one or more of the side or rear property lines, screening shall be provided on those
lines by one of the following methods:
a. Six‐foot solid fence.
b. Solid row or rows of trees to be maintained in good condition and as approved by the
planning commission.
c. Other screening as approved by the planning commission;
2. Wastewater shall be disposed of in a manner that will meet the requirements of the
county health department;
3. All enclosures for fowl or animals shall be located at least fifty feet from all exterior
boundaries of the property including abutting streets.
C. Ranchettes for grazing, breeding, raising or training of horses, including supplementary
feeding; provided, that no concentration feeding is done in conjunction therewith;
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1. Ranchettes shall have equestrians only including colts over the age of six months with a
maximum number of two horses per acre of total ground area of the ranchette
permitted.
D. Accessory uses and structures including the following:
1. Accessory dwelling unit conforming to Section 19.10.060;
2. Airbnb/Bed and Breakfast pursuant to 19.05.060(A)(3);
2.3. Guesthouse;
3.4. Greenhouse or lath house;
4.5. Stable, barn, pen, corral, coop;
5.6. Child or day care subject to the standards and requirements established under state
law;
6.7. A home occupation subject to Section 19.10.080;
7.8. Other uses similar to the above which the commission determines to be similar.
E. The following uses shall be permitted when approved by the commission as provided in
Section 19.30.030:
1. Commercial riding stable or academy;
2. Dude or guest ranch;
3. Grange halls, community halls, and similar uses;
4. Other uses which the commission determines to be similar to the above uses.
F. The keeping of domesticated animals for non‐commercial purposes with the maximum
number of animals being four weaned dogs and cats, or any combination of weaned dogs
and weaned cats; provided that the total number of weaned dogs and weaned cats does not
exceed four; small birds; small reptiles; and amphibians enclosed within a cage normally
built for such animals.
19. 10.040 SFR ‐ Single‐family residential.
The SFR – Single‐family residential district is intended as a district of medium density single‐
family homes. Except as specifically provided elsewhere in this title, any building or premises used
or occupied, and every building erected, constructed or established within the SFR district shall be
only in accordance with the regulations set forth in this chapter.
In the SFR district, the following uses are permitted:
A. One detached single‐family dwelling unit of a permanent nature placed in a permanent
location and the accessory structures and uses normally auxiliary to it.
B. Accessory uses and structures including the following:
1. Accessory dwelling unit conforming to Section 19.10.060;
2. Airbnb/Bed and Breakfast pursuant to 19.05.060(A)(3);
2.3. Child or day care subject to standards and requirements established under state law;
3.4. The keeping of domesticated animals for non‐commercial purposes with the maximum
number of animals being four weaned dogs and cats, or any combination of weaned
dogs and weaned cats; provided that the total number of weaned dogs and weaned cats
does not exceed four; small birds (except poultry and game birds), enclosed within a
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cage inside the dwelling unit; small reptiles; and amphibians enclosed within a cage
normally built for such animals.
C. A home occupation subject to Section 19.10.080.
D. The following uses shall be permitted when approved by the commission as provided in
Chapter 19.30:
1. Country clubs and golf courses, excepting miniature courses and similar commercial
enterprises;
2. The office of a physician, dentist, or other person authorized by law to practice medicine
or healing used only for consulting and emergency treatment as an adjunct to a
principal office located in the appropriate land use district;
3. Parks and playgrounds;
4. Publicly owned buildings and structures;
5. Other uses which the commission determines to be similar to the above uses.
19. 10.050 MDR ‐ Medium density residential.
The MDR – Medium density residential district is intended as a higher‐density residential district
of multiple‐family units. Except as specifically provided for elsewhere in this title, any building or
premises in the MDR district used or occupied, and every building erected, constructed, or
established within the MDR district shall be only in accordance with the regulations set forth in this
section.
A. In the MDR district, the following uses are permitted:
1. Any use permitted in the SFR district as listed in Section 19.10.040 subject to any
development standards of that district;
2. Multiple‐family dwellings of a permanent character placed in permanent locations and of
not less than four hundred square feet of floor area per dwelling unit exclusive of open
porches and garages and bachelor or efficiency units of not less than three hundred forty
square feet of floor area per unit exclusive of open porches or garages;
3. Boarding and lodging houses;
4. Home occupations, subject to Section 19.10.080;
5. Hotels or apartment hotels in which incidental business may be conducted for the
convenience of the residents of the buildings provided there is no entrance to the place of
business except from the inside of the building.
6.5. The following uses shall be permitted when approved by the commission as provided in
Chapter 19.30:
a. Clubs and lodges, private and non‐profit;
b. Country clubs and golf courses, excepting miniature courses and similar commercial
enterprises;
c. Hotels or apartment hotels in which incidental business may be conducted for the
convenience of the residents of the buildings provided there is no entrance to the place
of business except from the inside of the building.
c.d. Large residential care facility, group home pursuant to criteria of Chapter 9.66;
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d.e. Mobile home parks;
e.f. The office of a physician, dentist, or other person authorized by law to practice medicine
or healing;
f.g. Parks and playgrounds;
g.h. Publicly owned buildings and structures including public maintenance yards;
h.i. Sober living facilities;
i.j. Other uses which the commission determines to be similar to the above uses.
B. Outdoor living area.
1. There shall be an outdoor living area for each dwelling unit permitted in the MDR district
according to the standards as set forth in either subsection 1 or 2. The applicant may have
the option of selecting either standard as follows:
a. An area of not less than fifteen percent of the gross floor area of each dwelling unit shall
be provided as an outdoor living area, excluding required yard areas. At least one‐third
of the outdoor living area must be landscaped and continuously maintained.
b. An area of not less than five percent of the gross floor area of each dwelling unit shall be
outdoor living area; provided, that the required yard areas are landscaped, continuously
maintained, and that at least one of the required yards is contiguous to the remaining
required outdoor living area. At least one‐third of the outdoor living area must be
landscaped and continuously maintained.
2. The minimum dimensions of the required outdoor living area shall be five feet in width. This
dimension refers to the width of a rectangular space or to the shortest diameter of an
irregularly shaped space.
3. The outdoor living area may include the deck area of a swimming pool, patios, or porches.
The outdoor living area shall not include driveways, roofs or parking areas.
19. 10.060 Reasonable Accommodations.
A. Purpose.
In accordance with federal and state fair housing laws, it is the purpose of this Chapter to provide
reasonable accommodations in the City’s zoning and land use regulations, policies, and practices
when needed to provide an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to use and enjoy a
dwelling.
B. Review Authority.
The Hearing Officer, the Community and Economic Development Director or designee, is hereby
designated to approve, conditionally approve, or deny all applications for a reasonable
accommodation, except as prescribed under 19.10.060(C)(3) below.
C. Application for Reasonable Accommodation.
1. Applicant. A request for reasonable accommodation may be made by any person with a
disability, their representative, or a developer or provider of housing for individuals with a
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Chapter 19.16 - Commercial District
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

Liquor store (off‐sale only)
Mail order house, retail.
Massage therapy conforming to the provisions set forth in Section 19.06.020.
Motel and hotels, not including extended stay, residential or apartment hotels.
Museums and galleries.
Nonprofit club or lodge; fraternal or religious association.
Pet shops and taxidermy.
Photographer.
Post office.
Printing, lithographing, publishing, reproduction, newspaper distributorship, including
binding.
Public utility offices, fire, police.
Radio, television, and music stores.
Retail sales of parts or goods, no installation.
Secondhand, used merchandise and antique stores; no outside storage or display shall be
permitted.
Sporting goods stores and bicycle shops.
Studio, music and/or dance. Studio‐music, dance stores.
Supermarket and specialty markets.
Theaters, excluding drive‐ins.
Ticket or travel agencies.
Tobacco stores and newsstands.
Trunk and leather goods stores.
Telephone exchanges.
Trade schools.
Video/pinball arcade not including adult arcades identified in Section 19.24 (Sexually Oriented
Businesses) and Section 9.24 (Gambling) of the Barstow Municipal Code.
Veterinarians (See Animal Hospitals).
Wedding chapels.

19.16.030 Uses requiring a permit.
In the commercial district, the following uses may be permitted, subject to Chapter 19.30:
A. Adult bookstores, adult motion picture theaters, adult mini‐motion picture theaters, and massage
parlors.
B. Animal hospitals and animal hotels that are less than five hundred feet from residential uses or
zoning districts.
C. Apartment, residential and extended stay hotels.
D. Automobile service/fueling stations conforming to provisions set forth in Section 19.06.070.
E. Bar or tavern, dancing permitted.
F. Biological and medical laboratories in excess of two thousand square feet in gross floor area.
G. Commercial greenhouses.
H. Commercial laundry, rug cleaning, dyeing, etc.
I. Commercial recreation and amusements, such as pitch and putt golf, golf courses, athletic fields,
gymnasiums, commercial swimming pools, stadiums, skating rinks (ice and roller), arenas,
auditoriums, public dance halls or ballrooms, amusement parks, pool halls, billiards.
J. Drive‐in restaurant.
K. Equipment rental yards, outside storage of rental equipment permitted.
L. Furniture storage.

RESOLUTION NO. 553-2019
A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY
OF BARSTOW RECOMMENDING TO THE CITY COUNCIL AN
AMENDMENT TO THE BARSTOW MUNICIPAL CODE TO AMEND
TITLE 19 (ZONING) – PORA-19-0001
WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code 65583(a)(4) and Chapter 19.32 of the
Barstow Municipal Code, the City of Barstow has initiated an Ordinance Amendment, in
order to amend for the reasonable regulation extended stay hotels/motels, Airbnb’s and
Bed and Breakfasts; and
WHEREAS, under its Constitutional Police Power, the City has the authority to
regulate use of land and development standards, including extended stay hotels/motels,
Airbnb’s and Bed and Breakfasts, and has proposed amendments to the Barstow
Municipal Code Chapter 19.02 (Definitions) Section 19.06.050 (Parking), Chapter 19.10
(Residential Districts) and Chapter 19.16 (Commercial District) to regulate extended stay
hotels/motels, Airbnb’s and Bed and Breakfasts; and
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on
March 25, 2019 pursuant to California Government Code Sections 65090 and 65353, and
Chapters 19.32 and 19.40 of the Barstow Municipal Code, at which time all interested
parties were provided the opportunity to give testimony in favor of or in opposition to the
issue; and
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds that the Ordinance Amendment is
necessary and desirable for the future development of Barstow as mandated pursuant to
State Law, specifically Government Code Section 65583(a)(4) et seq. and is further
justified by good planning practice; and
WHEREAS, an Ordinance Amendment regarding the amendments regulating
extended stay hotels/motels, Airbnb’s and Bed and Breakfasts is considered a project
with no potential of causing a significant effect on the environment and is therefore not
subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)(Section 15061 (b)(3) of
Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations), CEQA Guidelines, and the City of
Barstow procedures for implementing CEQA.
NOW, THEREFORE the Planning Commission of the City of Barstow recommends that
the City Council approve Ordinance Amendment PORA-19-0001 and adopt the textual
amendment to the Barstow Municipal Code as more particularly described in Exhibit “A”
attached.
PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 25th day of March, 2019

_____________________________
Andrew Ziemer, Chairman
Barstow Planning Commission

____________________________
Michael Massimini,
City Planner
Ex-Officio Secretary
Barstow Planning Commission

________________________
Heidy Riley, Recording Secretary

ATTEST:
_________________________

I, Michael Massimini, City Planner of the City of Barstow and Ex-Officio Secretary of
the Planning Commission, DO HEREBY CERTIFY UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY
that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution No. 553-2016, adopted by the
PLANNING COMMISSION at its regular meeting held March 25, 2019 by the following
vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
___________________________
Michael Massimini,
City Planner
Ex-Officio Secretary
Barstow Planning Commission
H:\Maxtor\F-Drive2007\Resolutions\PCreso553.doc

City of Barstow

BARSTOW PLANNING COMMISSION
AGENDA MATTER
Election of Officers
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
Article I, Section Two of Planning Commission Resolution No. 467 establishes the Rules for Planning
Commission Meeting Conduct, Proceedings and Business. This includes the annual election of officers,
and when the elections will take place.

BACKGROUND:
Each year, the Planning Commission is required to elect Commission officers. Article I, Section Two of
Planning Commission Resolution No. 467 (attached), establishes the following Rules for Planning
Commission Meeting Conduct, Proceedings and Business, and states the following:
“Officers of the Commission shall be elected for a term of one year by the Commission at the
first meeting of the Commission immediately following the 31st day of January of each
calendar year.”
In total, there are four officers for the Planning Commission, including the following:
1.

Chairperson

2.

Vice-Chairperson

3.

Chairperson Pro-Tempore

4.

Secretary

The latter two officers (Chairperson Pro-Tempore and Secretary) are automatically appointed. The
Chairperson Pro-Tempore is the most senior Commissioner present at a meeting where the Chairperson and
Vice-Chairperson are absent, and the Secretary is the City Planner.
The Planning Commission is required to elect the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson. The qualifications,
powers and duties of these positions are contained in Resolution No. 467.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
The following is a listing of the current officers, appointments, term expirations and history of the offices held
by the current Commissioners. Collectively, the current Commissioners have 18 years of service to the City
of Barstow:

Current Officers:
Chairperson:

Commissioner Ziemer

Vice Chairperson:

Commissioner Lint

Chairperson Pro-Tempore:

Most senior Commissioner present in the absence of the Chairperson and
Vice Chairperson (currently Commissioner Dyer-Kruse).

Secretary:

City Planner

PAGE 1

APPLICATION NUMBER

MEETING DATE

ITEM NUMBER

MARCH 25, 2019

3

City of Barstow

BARSTOW PLANNING COMMISSION
AGENDA MATTER
Office History of Current Commissioners (Appointment year/Term Expirations):

Andrew Ziemer: 2013/Expires 12/2021

Beatrice Lint: 2013/Expires 12/2020

Chairperson

1 year

Chairperson

n/a

Vice Chairperson

2 years

Vice Chairperson

2 years

Code Review Committee

n/a

Code Review Committee

1 year

Commissioner

6 years

Commissioner

6 years

Marilyn Dyer Kruse: 2015/Expires 12/2022

Elbert W. Muncy III: 2017/Expires 12/2020

Chairperson

n/a

Chairperson

n/a

Vice Chairperson

n/a

Vice Chairperson

n/a

Code Review Committee

n/a

Code Review Committee

n/a

Commissioner

4 years

Commissioner

2 years

Proposed Motions:
For Chairperson: “Mr. Chair, I nominate ___________ for the office of Chair for the 2019-20 term,”
Second needed; Motion to close nominations, Second needed; Roll call vote by recording secretary.
For Vice-Chairperson: “Mr. Chair, I nominate ___________ for the office of Vice-Chair for the 2019-20
term,” Second needed; Motion to close nominations, Second needed; Roll call vote by recording
secretary.

Recommended Action:
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission take the following actions:
1. Direct the Secretary to conduct the elections.
2. The Planning Commission should nominate Planning Commissioner(s) for each appointment
(Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson), beginning with Chairperson and followed by Vice-Chairperson.
3. Following the nomination period, the Planning Commission should close nominations and conduct a
roll call vote to select representatives for:
a. The Chairperson; and
b. The Vice-Chairperson.
A separate majority vote is required to finalize each appointment.
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City of Barstow

BARSTOW PLANNING COMMISSION
AGENDA MATTER
Election of Officers/Staff to Notify Mayor and City Council
Recommendation:
A. Nominate and elect Chair and Vice-Chair/Staff to notify Mayor and City Council
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Rosenberg’s Rules of Order:
Simple Parliamentary
Procedures for the 21st Century

League of California Cities

1

MISSION:
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Rosenberg’s Rules of Order:
Simple Parliamentary
Procedures for the 21st Century
by Dave Rosenberg

he rules of procedure at meetings
should be simple enough for most
people to understand. Unfortunately,
that hasn’t always been the case. Virtually all clubs, associations, boards, councils and bodies follow a set of rules,
Robert’s Rules of Order, which are embodied in a small but complex book.
Virtually no one I know has actually
read this book cover to cover.
Worse yet, the book was written for
another time and purpose. If you are
running the British Parliament, Robert’s
Rules of Order is a dandy and quite useful handbook. On the other hand, if
you’re running a meeting of a fivemember body with a few members of
the public in attendance, a simplified
version of the rules of parliamentary
procedure is in order. Hence, the birth
of “Rosenberg’s Rules of Order.”
This publication covers the rules of
parliamentary procedure based on my
20 years of experience chairing meetings
in state and local government. These
rules have been simplified and slimmed
down for 21st century meetings, yet
they retain the basic tenets of order to
which we are accustomed.
“Rosenberg’s Rules of Order” are supported by the following four principles:
1. Rules should establish order. The
first purpose of the rules of parliamentary procedure is to establish a

framework for the orderly conduct
of meetings.
2. Rules should be clear. Simple rules
lead to wider understanding and
participation. Complex rules create
two classes: those who understand
and participate and those who do
not fully understand and do not
fully participate.
3. Rules should be user-friendly. That
is, the rules must be simple enough
that citizens feel they have been able
to participate in the process.
4. Rules should enforce the will of
the majority while protecting the
rights of the minority. The ultimate
purpose of the rules of procedure is
to encourage discussion and to facilitate decision-making by the body. In
a democracy, the majority rules. The
rules must enable the majority to
express itself and fashion a result,
while permitting the minority to also
express itself (but not dominate) and
fully participate in the process.
The Chairperson Should Take a
Back Seat During Discussions

While all members of the governing
body should know and understand the
rules of parliamentary procedure, it is
the chairperson (chair) who is charged
with applying the rules of conduct.
The chair should be well versed in those

There are exceptions to the general rule of free
and open debate on motions. The exceptions all
apply when there is a desire to move on.

rules, because the chair, for all intents
and purposes, makes the final ruling on
the rules. In fact, all decisions by the
chair are final unless overruled by the
governing body itself.
Because the chair conducts the meeting,
it is common courtesy for the chair to
take a less active role than other members of the body in debates and discussions. This does not mean that the chair
should not participate in the debate or
discussion. On the contrary, as a member of the body, the chair has full rights
to participate in debates, discussions
and decision-making. The chair should,
however, strive to be the last to speak at
the discussion and debate stage, and
should not make or second a motion
unless he or she is convinced that no
other member of the body will do so.
The Basic Format for an
Agenda Item Discussion

Formal meetings normally have a written,
published agenda; informal meetings
may have only an oral or understood
agenda. In either case, the meeting is
governed by the agenda and the agenda
constitutes the body’s agreed-upon road
map for the meeting. And each agenda
item can be handled by the chair in the
following basic format.
First, the chair should clearly announce
the agenda item number and should
clearly state what the subject is. The
chair should then announce the format
that will be followed.
Second, following that agenda format,
the chair should invite the appropriate
people to report on the item, including
any recommendation they might have.
The appropriate person may be the
chair, a member of the governing body,
www.cacities.org
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a staff person, or a committee chair
charged with providing information
about the agenda item.
Third, the chair should ask members
of the body if they have any technical
questions for clarification. At this point,
members of the governing body may ask
clarifying questions to the people who
reported on the item, and they should
be given time to respond.
Fourth, the chair should invite public
comments or, if appropriate at a formal
meeting, open the meeting to public
input. If numerous members of the public indicate a desire to speak to the subject, the chair may limit the time of each
public speaker. At the conclusion of the
public comments, the chair should announce that public input has concluded
(or that the public hearing, as the case
may be, is closed).
Fifth, the chair should invite a motion
from the governing body members. The
chair should announce the name of the
member who makes the motion.
Sixth, the chair should determine if any
member of the body wishes to second
the motion. The chair should announce
the name of the member who seconds
the motion. It is normally good practice
for a motion to require a second before
proceeding with it, to ensure that it is
not just one member of the body who
is interested in a particular approach.
However, a second is not an absolute
requirement, and the chair can proceed
with consideration and a vote on the
motion even when there is no second.
This is a matter left to the discretion
of the chair.
Seventh, if the motion is made and seconded, the chair should make sure everyone understands the motion. This is
done in one of three ways:
1. The chair can ask the maker of the
motion to repeat it;
2. The chair can repeat the motion; or
3. The chair can ask the secretary
or the clerk of the body to repeat
the motion.
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Eighth, the chair should now invite discussion of the motion by the members
of the governing body. If there is no
desired discussion or the discussion has
ended, the chair should announce that
the body will vote on the motion. If
there has been no discussion or a very
brief discussion, the vote should proceed
immediately, and there is no need to repeat the motion. If there has been substantial discussion, it is normally best to
make sure everyone understands the
motion by repeating it.

Motions are made in a simple two-step
process. First, the chair recognizes the
member. Second, the member makes a
motion by preceding the member’s
desired approach with the words: “I
move …” A typical motion might be:
“I move that we give 10 days’ notice in
the future for all our meetings.”
The chair usually initiates the motion by:
1. Inviting the members to make a
motion: “A motion at this time
would be in order.”

Debate on policy is healthy; debate on personalities
is not. The chair has the right to cut off discussion
that is too personal, too loud or too crude.
Ninth, the chair takes a vote. Simply
asking for the “ayes” and then the “nays”
is normally sufficient. If members of the
body do not vote, then they “abstain.”
Unless the rules of the body provide
otherwise or unless a super-majority is
required (as delineated later in these
rules), a simple majority determines
whether the motion passes or is defeated.
Tenth, the chair should announce the
result of the vote and should announce
what action (if any) the body has taken.
In announcing the result, the chair
should indicate the names of the members, if any, who voted in the minority
on the motion. This announcement
might take the following form: “The
motion passes by a vote of 3-2, with
Smith and Jones dissenting. We have
passed the motion requiring 10 days’
notice for all future meetings of this
governing body.”
Motions in General

Motions are the vehicles for decisionmaking. It is usually best to have a motion before the governing body prior to
discussing an agenda item, to help everyone focus on the motion before them.

2. Suggesting a motion to the members:
“A motion would be in order that we
give 10-days’ notice in the future for
all our meetings.”
3. Making the motion.
As noted, the chair has every right as a
member of the body to make a motion,
but normally should do so only if he or
she wishes a motion to be made but no
other member seems willing to do so.
The Three Basic Motions

Three motions are the most common:
1. The basic motion. The basic motion
is the one that puts forward a decision for consideration. A basic motion might be: “I move that we create
a five-member committee to plan
and put on our annual fundraiser.”
2. The motion to amend. If a member
wants to change a basic motion that
is under discussion, he or she would
move to amend it. A motion to
amend might be: “I move that we
amend the motion to have a 10member committee.” A motion to
amend takes the basic motion that is
before the body and seeks to change
it in some way.
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3. The substitute motion. If a member
wants to completely do away with
the basic motion under discussion
and put a new motion before the
governing body, he or she would
“move a substitute motion.” A substitute motion might be: “I move a substitute motion that we cancel the
annual fundraiser this year.”
Motions to amend and substitute motions are often confused. But they are
quite different, and so is their effect,
if passed.
A motion to amend seeks to retain the
basic motion on the floor, but to modify
it in some way.
A substitute motion seeks to throw out
the basic motion on the floor and substitute a new and different motion for it.
The decision as to whether a motion is
really a motion to amend or a substitute
motion is left to the chair. So that if a
member makes what that member calls a
motion to amend, but the chair determines it is really a substitute motion, the
chair’s designation governs.
When Multiple Motions Are Before
The Governing Body

Up to three motions may be on the floor
simultaneously. The chair may reject a
fourth motion until the three that are on
the floor have been resolved.
When two or three motions are on the
floor (after motions and seconds) at
the same time, the first vote should be
on the last motion made. So, for example, assume the first motion is a basic
“motion to have a five-member committee to plan and put on our annual fundraiser.” During the discussion of this
motion, a member might make a second
motion to “amend the main motion to
have a 10-member committee, not a
five-member committee, to plan and
put on our annual fundraiser.” And perhaps, during that discussion, a member
makes yet a third motion as a “substitute
motion that we not have an annual
fundraiser this year.” The proper procedure would be as follows.

First, the chair would deal with the
third (the last) motion on the floor, the
substitute motion. After discussion and
debate, a vote would be taken first on
the third motion. If the substitute
motion passes, it would be a substitute
for the basic motion and would eliminate it. The first motion would be moot,
as would the second motion (which
sought to amend the first motion), and
the action on the agenda item would be
complete. No vote would be taken on
the first or second motions. On the
other hand, if the substitute motion (the
third motion) failed, the chair would
proceed to consideration of the second
(now the last) motion on the floor, the
motion to amend.
If the substitute motion failed, the
chair would then deal with the second
(now the last) motion on the floor,
the motion to amend. The discussion
and debate would focus strictly on the
amendment (should the committee be
five or 10 members). If the motion to
amend passed, the chair would now
move to consider the main motion (the
first motion) as amended. If the motion
to amend failed, the chair would now
move to consider the main motion
(the first motion) in its original format,
not amended.

To Debate or Not to Debate

The basic rule of motions is that they
are subject to discussion and debate.
Accordingly, basic motions, motions to
amend, and substitute motions are all
eligible, each in their turn, for full discussion before and by the body. The
debate can continue as long as members
of the body wish to discuss an item, subject to the decision of the chair that it is
time to move on and take action.
There are exceptions to the general rule
of free and open debate on motions. The
exceptions all apply when there is a
desire of the body to move on. The following motions are not debatable (that
is, when the following motions are made
and seconded, the chair must immediately call for a vote of the body without
debate on the motion):
A motion to adjourn. This motion, if
passed, requires the body to immediately
adjourn to its next regularly scheduled
meeting. This motion requires a simple
majority vote.
A motion to recess. This motion, if
passed, requires the body to immediately
take a recess. Normally, the chair determines the length of the recess, which
may range from a few minutes to an
hour. It requires a simple majority vote.

The challenge for anyone chairing a public meeting is to accommodate public input in a timely
and time-sensitive way, while maintaining steady
progress through the agenda items.
Third, the chair would now deal with
the first motion that was placed on the
floor. The original motion would either
be in its original format (five-member
committee) or, if amended, would be in
its amended format (10-member committee). And the question on the floor
for discussion and decision would be
whether a committee should plan and
put on the annual fundraiser.

A motion to fix the time to adjourn.
This motion, if passed, requires the body
to adjourn the meeting at the specific
time set in the motion. For example, the
motion might be: “I move we adjourn
this meeting at midnight.” It requires a
simple majority vote.
A motion to table. This motion, if
passed, requires discussion of the agenda
item to be halted and the agenda item to
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be placed on “hold.” The motion may
contain a specific time in which the
item can come back to the body: “I
move we table this item until our regular meeting in October.” Or the motion
may contain no specific time for the
return of the item, in which case a
motion to take the item off the table
and bring it back to the body will have
to be taken at a future meeting. A
motion to table an item (or to bring it
back to the body) requires a simple
majority vote.
A motion to limit debate. The most
common form of this motion is to say:
“I move the previous question” or “I
move the question” or “I call for the
question.” When a member of the body
makes such a motion, the member is
really saying: “I’ve had enough debate.
Let’s get on with the vote.” When such
a motion is made, the chair should ask
for a second to the motion, stop debate,
and vote on the motion to limit debate.
The motion to limit debate requires a
two-thirds vote of the body. Note that a
motion to limit debate could include a
time limit. For example: “I move we
limit debate on this agenda item to
15 minutes.” Even in this format, the

the motion fails. If one member is absent and the vote is 3-3, the motion
still fails.
All motions require a simple majority,
but there are a few exceptions. The
exceptions occur when the body is
taking an action that effectively cuts
off the ability of a minority of the body
to take an action or discuss an item.
These extraordinary motions require a
two-thirds majority (a super-majority)
to pass:
Motion to limit debate. Whether a
member says, “I move the previous
question,” “I move the question,” “I
call for the question” or “I move to limit
debate,” it all amounts to an attempt to
cut off the ability of the minority to discuss an item, and it requires a two-thirds
vote to pass.
Motion to close nominations. When
choosing officers of the body, such as the
chair, nominations are in order either
from a nominating committee or from
the floor of the body. A motion to close
nominations effectively cuts off the right
of the minority to nominate officers,
and it requires a two-thirds vote
to pass.

If you are running the British Parliament,
Robert’s Rules of Order is a dandy and quite
useful handbook.

Majority and Super-Majority Votes

Motion to object to the consideration
of a question. Normally, such a motion
is unnecessary, because the objectionable
item can be tabled or defeated straight
up. However, when members of a body
do not even want an item on the agenda
to be considered, then such a motion
is in order. It is not debatable, and it
requires a two-thirds vote to pass.

In a democracy, decisions are made with
a simple majority vote. A tie vote means
the motion fails. So in a seven-member
body, a vote of 4-3 passes the motion. A
vote of 3-3 with one abstention means

Motion to suspend the rules. This
motion is debatable, but requires a twothirds vote to pass. If the body has its
own rules of order, conduct or procedure, this motion allows the body to sus-

motion to limit debate requires a twothirds vote of the body. A similar motion is a motion to object to consideration
of an item. This motion is not debatable,
and if passed, precludes the body from
even considering an item on the agenda.
It also requires a two-thirds vote.
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pend the rules for a particular purpose.
For example, the body (a private club)
might have a rule prohibiting the attendance at meetings by non-club members. A motion to suspend the rules
would be in order to allow a non-club
member to attend a meeting of the club
on a particular date or on a particular
agenda item.
The Motion to Reconsider

There is a special and unique motion
that requires a bit of explanation all by
itself: the motion to reconsider. A tenet
of parliamentary procedure is finality.
After vigorous discussion, debate and
a vote, there must be some closure to
the issue. And so, after a vote is taken,
the matter is deemed closed, subject
only to reopening if a proper motion
to reconsider is made.
A motion to reconsider requires a
majority vote to pass, but there are
two special rules that apply only to
the motion to reconsider.
First is the matter of timing. A motion
to reconsider must be made at the meeting where the item was first voted upon
or at the very next meeting of the body.
A motion to reconsider made at a later
time is untimely. (The body, however,
can always vote to suspend the rules
and, by a two-thirds majority, allow a
motion to reconsider to be made at
another time.)
Second, a motion to reconsider may be
made only by certain members of the
body. Accordingly, a motion to reconsider may be made only by a member
who voted in the majority on the original motion. If such a member has a
change of heart, he or she may make the
motion to reconsider (any other member of the body may second the motion).
If a member who voted in the minority
seeks to make the motion to reconsider,
it must be ruled out of order. The purpose of this rule is finality. If a member
of the minority could make a motion to
reconsider, then the item could be
brought back to the body again and
again, which would defeat the purpose
of finality.
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If the motion to reconsider passes, then
the original matter is back before the
body, and a new original motion is in
order. The matter may be discussed and
debated as if it were on the floor for the
first time.

It is usually best to have a motion before the governing body prior to discussing an agenda item,
to help everyone focus.

Courtesy and Decorum

The rules of order are meant to create
an atmosphere where the members of
the body and the members of the public
can attend to business efficiently, fairly
and with full participation. And at the
same time, it is up to the chair and the
members of the body to maintain common courtesy and decorum. Unless the
setting is very informal, it is always best
for only one person at a time to have
the floor, and it is always best for every

lege relate to anything that would interfere with the normal comfort of the
meeting. For example, the room may
be too hot or too cold, or a blowing
fan might interfere with a person’s
ability to hear.
Order. The proper interruption would
be: “Point of order.” Again, the chair
would ask the interrupter to “state your
point.” Appropriate points of order

Withdraw a motion. During debate
and discussion of a motion, the maker
of the motion on the floor, at any time,
may interrupt a speaker to withdraw
his or her motion from the floor. The
motion is immediately deemed withdrawn, although the chair may ask the
person who seconded the motion if
he or she wishes to make the motion,
and any other member may make the
motion if properly recognized.
Special Notes About Public Input

Motions to amend and substitute motions are
often confused. But they are quite different, and
so is their effect, if passed.
speaker to be first recognized by the
chair before proceeding to speak.
The chair should always ensure that
debate and discussion of an agenda item
focus on the item and the policy in question, not on the personalities of the
members of the body. Debate on policy
is healthy; debate on personalities is not.
The chair has the right to cut off discussion that is too personal, too loud or
too crude.
Debate and discussion should be focused, but free and open. In the interest
of time, the chair may, however, limit
the time allotted to speakers, including
members of the body. Can a member of
the body interrupt the speaker? The
general rule is no. There are, however,
exceptions. A speaker may be interrupted for the following reasons:
Privilege. The proper interruption
would be: “Point of privilege.” The chair
would then ask the interrupter to “state
your point.” Appropriate points of privi-

relate to anything that would not be
considered appropriate conduct of the
meeting; for example, if the chair moved
on to a vote on a motion that permits
debate without allowing that discussion
or debate.
Appeal. If the chair makes a ruling that
a member of the body disagrees with,
that member may appeal the ruling of
the chair. If the motion is seconded and
after debate, if it passes by a simple
majority vote, then the ruling of the
chair is deemed reversed.
Call for orders of the day. This is simply another way of saying, “Let’s return
to the agenda.” If a member believes that
the body has drifted from the agreedupon agenda, such a call may be made.
It does not require a vote, and when the
chair discovers that the agenda has not
been followed, the chair simply reminds
the body to return to the agenda item
properly before them. If the chair fails
to do so, the chair’s determination may
be appealed.

The rules outlined here help make meetings very public-friendly. But in addition, and particularly for the chair, it is
wise to remember three special rules that
apply to each agenda item:
Rule One: Tell the public what the body
will be doing.
Rule Two: Keep the public informed
while the body is doing it.
Rule Three: When the body has acted,
tell the public what the body did.
Public input is essential to a healthy
democracy, and community participation in public meetings is an important
element of that input. The challenge for
anyone chairing a public meeting is to
accommodate public input in a timely
and time-sensitive way, while maintaining steady progress through the agenda
items. The rules presented here for conducting a meeting are offered as tools for
effective leadership and as a means of
developing sound public policy. ■
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